String Theory:
Music for Solo Strings
September – October 2022

Venues

Tickets

The primary venue for all our
performances is the Berwick
Watchtower Gallery. Besides having
wonderful acoustic properties, the
Watchtower Gallery houses a large
collection of work by the English
abstract artist Ian Stephenson ra .
The Community Performance will
take place in the Radio Rooms.
Lectures will take place in the
Berwick Parish Centre or via Zoom.

Book online at berwickmusic.org
Tickets will also be sold at the door,
subject to availability.

Berwick Watchtower
79 West End, Tweedmouth,
Berwick-upon-Tweed TD15 2HE
Radio Rooms
95 Main St, Tweedmouth,
Berwick-upon-Tweed TD15 2AW
Berwick Parish Centre
Parade, Berwick TD15 1DF
Guildhall
Marygate, Berwick TD15 1BN

We also have a limited number of free
passes for children under 18 in full-time
education. Email berwickea@gmail.com

Workshop at Scremerston School, 2021

Each event can be booked separately
or you can buy a Series Pass, which
gives entrance to all ten events and is
great value.
Lectures: £6 Concerts: £14
Series Pass: £39 Patrons Pass: £50

Find full details of all events at
berwickmusic.org

Introducing
Berwick Music Series 2022
It is with great pleasure that we invite
you to join us in September and October
for a celebration of music for solo
stringed instruments. The 2022 Berwick
Music Series focuses on three stringed
instruments: violin, viola and cello,
and three great performers: Darragh
Morgan (violin), Fiona Winning (viola)
and Anton Lukoszevieze (cello). The core
of BMS 2022 will be four concerts –
a mix of Baroque and contemporary
music. Much of the latter is influenced
by or a commentary upon Baroque style.
As well as the core solo performances,
the series includes lectures on Baroque
art and culture, and the Baroque
musical style and its influence on
later generations of composers; school
activities focused on strings;
a celebratory community concert;
an installation based on Alvin Lucier’s
Music on a Long Thin Wire; and the
culmination of an international
competition for composers, with winning
pieces being performed in the concerts.
The works to be performed include the
greats of the high Baroque, JS Bach and
GP Telemann, as well as lesser-known
Italian composer, Joseph Dall’Abaco.
These will be performed alongside works
by contemporary composers, including
several living composers from the

north-east of England. The concerts
will be performed in the wonderful
Watchtower Gallery, with its spacious
acoustic properties and art of Ian
Stephenson. We are especially grateful
to Kate Stephenson for making this
space available.
The mission of the Berwick Music
Series is to celebrate classical and
contemporary music played by soloists
and small ensembles of the highest
standard. It features established and
recent music played by nationally and
internationally known performers. We
also use every opportunity to showcase
work by composers from the north-east
of England.
Finally, we would like to thank the
many sponsors and supporters who
have contributed to making this year’s
Berwick Music Series possible.
Michael Worboys Artistic Director,
Berwick Music Series
Pam Campion Chair,
Berwick Educational Association

4 - event 1 (lecture and concert)

Tuesday 13 September, 7–8pm
Zoom Talk

Thursday 22 September, 1–3pm
Parish Church Centre

Introduction to BMS 2022

Baroque and Beyond 1

Michael Worboys Artistic Director

Michael Worboys

This talk will introduce the overall
theme of BMS 2022, with its focus on
the Baroque period and its influence
on contemporary music making. It will
include interviews with the performers
and illustrations of the music to be
performed in the concerts.

The first of two lectures introducing
Baroque musical style. No prior musical
knowledge is assumed. The lectures
will cover general background, history,
context and cultural significance of
the Baroque period, as well as taking a
closer look at some key Baroque works,
including those to be performed in the
concerts. The course will be supported
by audio and video examples.
Attendance at the concerts is not
essential as the course can be followed
independently of the live performances.

Free event

Lecture One will focus on early
and middle Baroque musical styles
(1600–1700) and the break from the
Renaissance. Topics will include: the
elements of Baroque style – vocal and
instrumental forms, early opera and the
Italian style. We will study and listen to
works by Monteverdi, Vivaldi and others.
Tickets £6 from berwickmusic.org

Mike Worboys

Set design for Andromedé (1650)

Saturday 24 September, 1–2pm
(no interval)

Watchtower Gallery

Baroque Tendencies:
Darragh Morgan solo violin
Georg Philipp Telemann
Fantasia No 7 in E flat major
Robin Haigh Nasubi			
Tunde Jegede Layline Ripples		
Telemann Fantasia No 10 in D Major
Errollyn Wallen For Iedee
Linda Buckley Exploding Stars		
Tom Coult Étude 5 & 6			
Joe Cutler re(GAIA)
Described by The Strad Magazine
as ‘hugely impressive, he plays with
seemingly effortless control’, Irish
violinist Darragh Morgan is a renowned
exponent of contemporary music. He
has appeared as a soloist at Aldeburgh
Festival and BBC Proms.

Darragh plays an 1848 Giuseppe Rocca
violin, generously on loan from the
Morgan-Rocca Instrument Trust which
is administered by The Royal Society
of Musicians, and a bow by Joseph
Alfred Lamy.
The programme that Darragh Morgan
has chosen for us provides a rich
variety of styles and often requires
virtuosic technique. The foundation of
the programme is the pair of Fantasias
composed by the late Baroque
composer Georg Philipp Telemann.
Telemann wrote 12 Fantasias for Solo
Violin without Bass (1735), and they are
masterpieces in their genre.
The programme will also include a
performance of a winning work in
the Berwick New Music International
Composition Competition.
Tickets £14 from berwickmusic.org

A passionate chamber musician,
Darragh is founder member of ‘the
virtuosic Fidelio Trio’ (Sunday Times).
Darragh was for several years violinist
with the award-winning Smith Quartet,
praised by The Guardian as ‘Britain’s
answer to the Kronos’. He regularly leads
London Sinfonietta, including recently
at The Esplanade Singapore and Venice
Biennale. He has recorded over 50
chamber music and solo albums.

Darragh Morgan

Thursday 29 September, 4-5pm
Zoom talk

Thursday 6 October, 1-3pm
Parish Church Centre

Baroque Art and Culture

Baroque and Beyond 2

Maria Chester

Michael Worboys

In this lecture Prof Chester introduces
the refined and extravagant Baroque,
in which the valorisation of detail, the
excess of ornaments, the search for
sensations and internal passions lead
to a sort of dualism and contradiction
between light and shadows, the sense of
movement, and an extreme explosion
of our senses.

The second of two lectures introducing
Baroque musical style. The lectures
will cover general background, history,
context and cultural significance of
the Baroque period, as well as taking a
closer look at some key Baroque works,
including those to be performed in the
concerts. The course will be supported
by audio and video examples.
Attendance at the concerts is not
essential as the course can be followed
independently of the live performances.

The Baroque was a cultural period
dating from the second half of the 16th
century to the early 18th century. It can
be defined as an ‘art of appearances’
because it is spectacular, gimmicky
and emotional, as seen in the works
of Caravaggio, Bernini, Zurbarán,
Velázquez, Murillo and Rubens. You
will also be introduced briefly to
Baroque architecture in Europe and
South America.

Lecture Two will focus on the late or
High Baroque (1700–1750) and look
forward to influences on composers up
to the present day. Topics will include
elements of High Baroque style – vocal
and instrumental forms, and fusion
of French, Italian and German styles.
We will study and listen to works by JS
Bach, Handel, Telemann and others.

Tickets £6 from berwickmusic.org
Tickets £6 from berwickmusic.org

Narcissus by Caravaggio (c.1597)

Teatro Argentina by Panini (1747)

Saturday 8 October, 1-2pm (no interval)
Watchtower Gallery

The Melancholy of
Departure:
Anton Lukoszevieze

solo cello

Joanna Bailie 				
Trains for cello and fixed media
Linda Catlin Smith Ricercar
Joseph Dall’Abaco Caprice No. 1
Christopher Fox The Principle of Design
Joseph Dall’Abaco Caprice No.4
Lithuanian cellist, composer and interdisciplinary artist Anton Lukoszevieze
is one of the most diverse performers of
his generation. Anton has given many
performances at international festivals
throughout Europe and the USA. He has
also performed concerti with the City
of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra,
the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra
the Netherlands Radio Symphony
Orchestra, as well as performances
with contemporary vocal ensemble
Exaudi and King’s College Choir,
Cambridge. In 2009 he was awarded
the ‘Millennium Star’ medal, for
services to Lithuanian culture, by
the Government of the Republic of
Lithuania. In 2012 he was awarded a
Royal Philharmonic Society Award for
outstanding contribution to chamber
music. He is the founder and Director
of Apartment House, who have made
recent appearances at the Wigmore
Hall, London.

Continuing with our Baroque theme,
the Italian composer Joseph Dall’Abaco
(1710-1805) was a virtuoso cellist
whose life primarily intersected with
the Classical era but whose music
was mostly in the Baroque style. His
sonatas and caprices conjured a range
of moods, but the two works we hear
are in a rather melancholy vein, hence
the overall title of the concert. Almost
without exception, the other pieces
use stylistic or formal elements of the
Baroque in their work. Indeed, Bailie’s
Trains has a note in the score ‘It’s Bach!’.
The programme will also include a
performance of a winning work in
the Berwick New Music International
Composition Competition,
Tickets £14 from berwickmusic.org

Anton Lukoszevieze

Saturday 8 October, 6-7pm (no interval)
Watchtower Gallery

Ferns, masks and rags –
music for an evening
Anton Lukoszevieze solo cello
Michael Worboys Rag Moments *
James Weeks among the mycelia *
Egidija Medekšaitė 			
Oscillum for cello and fixed media
* world premiere

Friday 14 October, 6pm
Zoom
Interview in association with
Berwick Literary Festival

Kadiatu Kanneh-Mason
author of House of Music:
Raising the Kanneh-Masons

Departing from the Baroque, the second
concert by cellist Anton Lukoszevieze
features works by composers from the
north-east of England. James Weeks’
string quartet, which was performed
here in 2019, won a coveted Ivor Award.
His new work, among the mycelia, is
intriguing in that it features a bunch of
ferns. Our own Mike Worboys spent a
lockdown summer studying Hindustani
classical music, and Rag (or raga!)
Moments is influenced by that rich
tradition. The last work in the recital is by
Egidija Medekšaitė, who lives in Durham.

Seven siblings. All classically trained
musicians. One was Young Musician of
the Year and performed for the royal
family. The eldest has released her first
album. These siblings don’t come from
the rarefied environment of elite music
schools, but from a state comprehensive
in Nottingham. How did they do it?
In her book, their mother, Kadiatu
Kanneh-Mason, opens up about what
it takes to raise a musical family in a
Britain divided by class and race. What
comes out is a heartrending memoir
of the power of determination and
cameraderie, and the joyous affirmation
that children are a gift and we must do
all we can to nurture them. Kadiatu will
be interviewed by Aisling Ni Bhriain.

Tickets £14 from berwickmusic.org

Free event register at berwickmusic.org

James Weeks and Egidija Medekšaitė

Kadiatu Kanneh-Mason

Saturday 22 October, 1-2pm
Watchtower Gallery

Baroque Intersections:
Fiona Winning solo viola
JS Bach Suite No. 3 in C major
(Adapted for viola), BWV 1009
György Ligeti Viola Sonata
(Movements interleaved)
Luke Styles new piece (world premiere)
Scottish violist Fiona Winning was
until 2014 Principal Viola of the Royal
Philharmoniac Orchestra and before
that the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic
Orchestra. In London, she was a regular
guest principal of the Philharmonia
and London Philharmonic Orchestras,
including four seasons at Glyndebourne
Opera. She is also a regular guest
principal viola of the Aurora Orchestra,
London Sinfonietta and Scottish
Chamber Orchestra.

At Fiona’s suggestion, the programme
features the Bach C major cello suite
(viola adaptation) with its movements
interleaved with the Ligeti Viola Sonata.
The Bach cello suites, composed around
1720, are well-known as forming one
of the pinnacles of the Baroque music
repertoire, indeed of music more
generally. Ligeti’s Viola Sonata, one of
the most important viola works of the
20th century, like Bach suites is also
in several movements, and references
Baroque structures like chaconne and
ostinato. The new work by Luke Styles
has been specially commissioned by
Fiona for performance at Berwick.
Tickets £14 from berwickmusic.org

For seven years she was a member
of the Scottish Ensemble with whom
she performed at the Wigmore Hall,
BBC Proms, and at the Edinburgh
International, Aldeburgh and City
of London Festivals, and broadcast
regularly on Radio 3. Fiona plays on
an Antonio Gragnani viola from 1780
for which she gratefully acknowledges
support from the Countess of Munster
Musical Trust and the Loan Fund for
Musical Instruments.
Fiona Winning

Sunday 23 October, 6pm
Radio Rooms

Monday, 24 October, 11am to 3pm
Guildhall

Community Chant Event

Sound Installation:
Alvin Lucier
Music on a Long Thin Wire

This event, in association with the
Radio Rooms, offers everyone the
opportunity to get involved in chanting,
an activity with proven health benefits,
and it’s also great fun! Mike Worboys
is writing a piece for us that can be
performed by complete beginners, so
come along and try it out!
We held a Chant workshop during last
year’s Berwick Music Series, and the
attendees of that workshop went on
to form the nucleus of a group called
the Berwick Chanters. We performed
at Durham Cathedral as part of the
premiere of a choral composition,
Presence/Absence, and we will be
showing a video recording of that
event. We would like to make the
Berwick Chanters a permanent feature
of the Berwick music scene, so if you
might be interested, come along and
see for yourself, and even join in!

Martin Parker and Graham Kelly
Alvin Lucier’s Music on a Long Thin
Wire was a seminal event in the history
of modern music. It forms the basis of
a project undertaken by pupils from
Berwick’s Middle and Upper Schools to
design and record music to be played
on the wire. As part of this event, the
methodology will be explained by
Martin Parker and Graham Kelly, and
you will be able to listen to the pieces
composed by each school.
The exhibition will also showcase
the work of Berwick First and Junior
schools, who each composed music
to be played by celebrated violinist
Darragh Morgan.
Free event

Free event

Presence/Absence at Durham

Alvin Lucier

Schools Programme
Strings ‘n’ Things is an educational
project which is part of the Berwick
Music Series 2022. The purpose of
the project is to excite and enthuse
schoolchildren about music.
Our project this year involves 300
pupils from eleven schools in Berwick
and includes children of all ages. For the
First and Junior schools, the project will
focus on the violin: the history of the
violin, the science behind the sound of
the violin, composing for the violin. One
of the sessions with these children will
involve the celebrated violinist Darragh
Morgan, who is performing at one of our
concerts. The final outcome will be a
composition for violin from the children
of each school, each lasting about five
minutes and Darragh will perform each
of the pieces for the schoolchildren. We
believe that meeting and interacting
with outstanding performers through
this project is a great boost for children’s
interest in music.
For the Middle and High Schools, their
project will re-create Alvin Lucier’s
Long Thin Wire as a way to introduce
/amplify musical concepts such
as Texture, Timbre, Pitch, Dynamics,
Experimentalism, Found Sound,
Frequency etc. It will look at ways to
carry sound through different strings/
wires, the types of sound that could
be sent through a wire, and how to

construct a Long Thin Wire. The pupils
will then compose their own Music
on a Long Thin Wire. This will involve
discussion on the quality and types of
sounds to make up the composition,
experimenting with and evaluating
different sounds, and eventually making
a composition. The results, and the long,
thin wire, will form a sound installation
which will be open to the public.
Strings ‘n’ Things is delivered by
Dr Martin Parker (Head of Music,
Edinburgh University) and Sam Lord,
with help from Graham Kelly,
Andrew Brook and Cath Cormie.

Workshop at St Mary’s School, 2021

Berwick Music Series 2022
at a glance
Tue 13 Sep

7pm

Introduction to BMS2022 (Talk)
Zoom

Thu 22 Sep

1pm

Baroque and Beyond I (Talk)
Berwick Parish Centre

Sat 24 Sep

1pm

Baroque Tendencies (Violin Concert)
Watchtower Gallery

Thu 29 Sep

4pm

Baroque Art and Culture (Talk)
Zoom

Thu 6 Oct

1pm

Baroque and Beyond II (Talk)
Berwick Parish Centre

Sat 8 Oct

1pm

The Melancholy of Departure (Cello Concert)
Watchtower Gallery

Sat 8 Oct

6pm

Ferns, Masks and Rags (Cello Concert)
Watchtower Gallery

Fri 14 Oct

6pm

Kadiatu Kanneh-Mason (Talk)
Zoom

Sat 22 Oct

1pm

Baroque Intersections (Viola Concert)
Watchtower Gallery

Sun 23 Oct

6pm

Community Chant Event
Radio Rooms

Mon 24 Oct

11am –
3pm

Music on a Long Thin Wire
Guildhall

Supported by

The
Joicey
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